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Members Present:       Bruce Stevens, Chair              Kevin Johnston, Vice-Chair 
                                        Mark Kennedy                         Bob Mantegari, BOS rep                                                  
                                        Glenn Greenwood, Circuit Rider Planner 
 
 
The Walk began at 5:15 pm.   
 
Also present:  Town engineer Steve Cummings, Phil Auger and Jeremy Lougee from the Southeast Land Trust, residents 
Butch Whitehouse, Jody Kaufmann, Emily Schmalzer, Jeff Donald 
 
Auger led the walk throughout the property and explained the SELT intent with the restoration, and their goal with the 
property, which is to promote wildlife habitat.    The property is currently being surveyed and the wetlands will be 
delineated, and the SELT will take ownership later this year, hopefully this summer.  Prior to this transfer it will be put 
into a conservation easement to be held by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Auger said NRCS is 
providing the funding for the development rights and the restoration work, through the Wetland Reserve Easement 
Program.   Conservation signs have already been posted along the property boundaries, as required. 
 
Auger said the SELT will be very diligent that no motorized vehicles will be allowed, but this will be open to passive 
recreation such as hunting, hiking, etc.  There will be a small kiosk and limited parking at the entrance of the parcel.   
Camping will not be allowed.  He gave a brief history of the past use of the gravel pit, and said part of their plan will be 
to do some clear-cutting that will actually promote new growth.  He provided a synopsis of their proposed work (on file 
in the PB office) that includes the clear cutting, removal of invasive species, enlarge a vernal wetland area, close off two 
pit drainage outlets and repair one that leads to the Exeter River, installation of stumps and boulders on the steep slopes 
to control OHRV access.  They are also considering the removal of a culvert on the access road and replacing it with a 
stone ford.   
 
Whitehouse said he is concerned with the berms that were created in the past that have resulted in a change in the 
drainage flow.  Auger said those will be removed if required.  Stevens asked about the stone wall being undermined by 
the steep grade from the excavating, and said there are town regulations for restoration that will need to be enforced.  
Greenwood said the Planning Board will discuss the course of action to be taken.    Whitehouse asked that the PB look at 
RSA 155 regarding restoration, and also asked about the culvert/stone ford and its impact on the natural drain. 
 
The site walk concluded at 6:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy St. Hilaire 
Administrative Assistant 
Planning Board  
 


