
Brentwood 
NEWSLETTER
The Voice of the People – Give Thanks For Our Good Fortune

Thanksgiving 
We walk on starry fields of white 

And do not see the daisies; 
For blessings common in our sight 

We rarely offer praises. 
We sigh for some supreme delight 
To crown our lives with splendor, 
And quite ignore our daily store 
Of pleasures sweet and tender. 

Our cares are bold and push their way 
Upon our thought and feeling. 
They hang about us all the day, 
Our time from pleasure stealing. 

So unobtrusive many a joy 
We pass by and forget it, 

But worry strives to own our lives 
And conquers if we let it. 

There’s not a day in all the year 
But holds some hidden pleasure, 

And looking back, joys oft appear 
To brim the past’s wide measure. 

But blessings are like friends, I hold, 
Who love and labor near us. 

We ought to raise our notes of praise 
While living hearts can hear us. 

Full many a blessing wears the guise 
Of worry or of trouble. 

Farseeing is the soul and wise 
Who knows the mask is double. 

But he who has the faith and strength 
To thank his God for sorrow 
Has found a joy without alloy 

To gladden every morrow. 

We ought to make the moments notes 
Of happy, glad Thanksgiving; 

The hours and days a silent phrase 
Of music we are living. 

And so the theme should swell and grow 
As weeks and months pass o’er us, 
And rise sublime at this good time, 

A grand Thanksgiving chorus. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
“Poems of Reflection” 1905

 
The Brentwood Newsletter Team is 
grateful for all our contributors and 
reader support. The Newsletter would 
not exist without you!  

Thank you to those who write, take 
photos, fold, make labels, pick up 
and deliver. You are a great team of 
volunteers who give your time and 
talents all through the year. 

The Brentwood Newsletter Team 
wishes you and your family a happy, 
healthy, and joyful celebration of all 
the good things in our lives! 
Robin Wrighton  
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Recycling Pickup Dates 
November 3 & 4     •      Novmer 17 & 18 

Waste Tonnage Figures                       August                             September 
Tons, mixed solid waste                         114.57                               138.05 
Tons, recycled goods                              29.37 (25.63%)                 31.46 (22.78%) 

Selectmen Resume Weekly Meetings 
For the months of September through March, the board will meet each Tuesday at 6:00 pm 
in the Cross Room of the Town Office. The public is welcome. If you would like to be added 
to the official agenda, please contact Karen Clement.  
To watch previously recorded selectmen meetings go to: vimeo.com/user97247702. 
You can also watch the meetings live on Youtube: https://tinyurl.com/yxl5bb36. 
Karen Clement, Town Administrator 

 
Town Clerk Notes 

The Town Clerk / Tax Collector’s Office Has Resumed Normal Office Hours.  
Mon, Wed, Thurs 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  •  Tuesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm  •  Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
• Our office will be closed on in November on the following days: 

November 3rd for the Election    •    November 11th for Veterans Day 
November 26th & 27th for Thanksgiving 

• The National Election will be held November 3, 2020. Polls open from 7:00 am  
to 7:00 pm at Swasey Central School (355 Middle Road). 
You may request a General Election absentee ballot up to Nov 2nd. Absentee ballots  
must be returned to the Town Clerk’s office NO LATER THAN 5:00 pm November 2.  
You may also bring it to the election site. You can access the request form on the  
town website and email it to Townclerk@brentwoodnh.gov. You may also request in  
person or by mail at 1 Dalton Road, Brentwood, NH 03833. 

• Did you know that you can pay your vehicle, trailer, dog registrations, and property taxes  
online? Visit brentwoodnh.gov and select the Town Clerk/Tax Collector tab. 

• We accept CASH, CHECK (made out to the Town of Brentwood), or CREDIT CARDS  
for all payments at the town office! **PLEASE NOTE** A debit card is processed as a  
credit card only if the card has a MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or AMEX logo present.  
There are additional convenience fees to cover the cost of the credit card fees (2.79%  
with a $1.50 minimum). These fees go directly to our third party processor and are not  
retained by the Town. Convenience fees cannot be refunded. 

• When transferring your plates, please bring in your old registration to return to the state.  
A copy will cost $17.50. 

• We are able to provide HUNTING/FISHING licenses and register BOATS, OHRV. 
• NH state law requires you to register dogs (RSA 466:1 Procuring License; Tag). You can  

obtain a copy of this law at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
$10.00 for an unneutered/unspayed dog $7.50 for a neutered/spayed dog $7.50 for a  
puppy (up to 7 months old) $3.00 on the first dog for a senior resident. 

Daphne Woss, Brentwood Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
 

Thank You to the October Newsletter Crew 
Thank You to Carole, Olivia, Louise, Joe & Mary, Rebecca, Becky & Bill, and Melissa for 
folding, dotting and addressing last month’s BNLs.  
If you would like to join the Newsletter crew on a folding night, send us an email and you’ll 
be notified of the next folding party: info@brentwoodnewsletter.org

Town of Brentwood 
www.brentwoodnh.gov 

TOWN CLERK and TAX COLLECTOR  
(603) 642-6400 ext 113/114  

Mon., Wed., Thurs. 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Tuesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm 
Friday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

(603) 642-6400 ext 110 Fax: 642-6310 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

BRENTWOOD POLICE 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: (603) 642-8817 
BRENTWOOD FIRE 

Emergency: 911 
Non-emergency: (603) 642-8132 
MARY E. BARTLETT LIBRARY 

(603) 642-3355  
brentwoodlibrary@comcast.net 

www.brentwoodlibrary.org 
Monday 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Friday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Saturday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

PLANNING BOARD 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

(603) 642-6400 ext 116 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Planning Board meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday  
of the month at 7:00 pm 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
(603) 642-6400 ext. 120 

Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
recreation@brentwoodnh.gov 

www.brentwoodnh.gov/recreation 
SWASEY CENTRAL SCHOOL 

(603) 642-3487 
Swasey on the Web: scs.sau16.org 

SAU 16 on the Web: www.sau16.org 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

Submissions for the following month must be  
received by the 15th. Send your news to 

Email: info@brentwoodnewsletter.org 
Mail: 102 Middle Road, Brentwood, NH 03833

Brentwood
N e w s l e t t e r



BRENTWOOD CHURCH NEWS 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH – 201 North Road 

In response to increased attendance and enthusiasm for our ministry, 
we have changed our worship hour and added a second service. 
The first service begins at 9:30 am, while the second convenes at 
11:00. Holding two services has several advantages, not the least of 
which is social distancing. Two services allow ample space in the 
Sanctuary. We keep every other pew open, and encourage no more 
than three in a single pew, unless it is a family group. 
Having the first service a bit earlier helps people to maximize their 
Sunday, whether they intend to go off somewhere or do yard work, 
while the later service gives others the opportunity to sleep a bit later 
on Sunday morning. 
We have masks available and hand sanitizer to help keep us all safe. 
We recently had the Sanctuary sanitized as an additional precaution. 
Both services feature inspirational music, a special time for children 
and powerful, hopeful preaching. In our prayer time we continue to ask 
God to bring an end to the coronavirus. 
Join us this Sunday. You will find new friends and old neighbors, plus a 
positive view of our community and world. Established in 1771 the 
church is located at 201 North Road. First Baptist Church is the oldest 
active Baptist ministry in New Hampshire.  
To prepare, please read Pastor Jim’s devotional message every day on 
Facebook @Firstbaptistbrentwoodnh. It’s good food for a hungry soul. 
Pastor James Barnes 

 

PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BRENTWOOD-KINGSTON 
197 Middle Road (Route 111A) 

For now, we will be worshipping online on our Facebook page 
each Sunday. Facebook @PilgrimUCCBrentwoodKingston, then 
click on video link. Visit our website pilgrimucc-nh.org. 
For as long as we can, we will continue with our outdoor worship 
services (weather permitting) in our back parking lot beginning at 
10:00 am on Sunday mornings. 
Thank you to all who continue to provide food and health items to the 
Brentwood Food Pantry for neighbors in need. If you are interested in 
donating to the Food Pantry, there is a donation box in front of the 
church or our office is open on Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 am to 
noon. Financial donations are gratefully accepted either through the 
mail or at the church office. 
Please know we respect confidentiality, so if you or someone you 
know needs assistance, please call the church office at 778-3189. 
Rev. Tara Olsen Allen 

GRACE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL – 263 Route 125 
Our meetings continue on Facebook, Zoom, and in person! 

Sunday Morning, 10:00 am 
You are welcome to attend our Sunday worship services and midweek 
classes in person if you wish. We have plenty of space for social distancing. 
We also continue to hold services and some weekly meetings online. 
Healing Rooms will be open November 21 from 10:00 am to noon. 
For more information, please visit our website: www.gracemi.org. 

Calendar of GMI Events 
Monday Nights, 6:30 pm: Ladies Meeting Supernatural Power of a 
Transformed Mind (Zoom ID 308332646). 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am: Ladies Meeting Sally’s Hope Women’s 
Support Group. 
Wednesday Nights, 6:30 pm: Men’s Meeting Depths & Heights (Zoom 
ID 675105827). 
Thursday Nights, 6:30 pm: Everyone Welcome Dreams and Visions 
(Zoom ID 675105827). 
Sunday Morning: Children’s Church is back! 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH – 200 Pleasant Street, Epping 
For updates and additional information,  
see our website: stjosepheppingnh.com 

Masses with limited attendance at St. Joseph Parish are as indicated 
below: 
Saturday 4:00 pm Mass with limited capacity of 75 Parishioners 
Sunday 8:00 am Mass with limited capacity of 75 Parishioners 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass with limited capacity of 75 Parishioner 
Saturday 7:30 am Mass will resume, First Saturday of the Month only. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Saturday from 3:00-3:30 pm or by appt. 
Holy Communion will be distributed for 30 minutes after the 10:00 am 
Mass outside the front doors of the Church. 
Public Weekday Masses are  Monday-Thursday at 7:30 am and will 
be Livestreamed on our website. 
St. John Paul II Chapel is opened for private prayer between 9:00 am 
and 7:00 pm daily. 
All Mass attendees are to maintain social distancing while in the 
Church and wear face masks or face coverings at all times.
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Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be 
And bless these gifts 

Bestowed by Thee. 
And bless our loved ones everywhere, 
And keep them in Your loving care. 

This short and simple prayer is an oft-cited translation of a 
traditional Moravian thanksgiving blessing.

For food that stays our hunger, 
For rest that brings us ease, 

For homes where memories linger, 
We give our thanks for these. 

Traditional, American Blessing



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Do you have a news item you’d like included in the  

Brentwood Newsletter? A marriage, birth, graduation or anniversary?  
Is there an event of general interest you’d like to announce? 

Contact us at info@brentwoodnewsletter.org 

Student News 

Gabrielle Baillargeon of Brentwood, graduated in 
May Summa Cum Laude with a BS in Applied 
Mathematics and BS in Marine Biology from Roger 
Williams University. As one of eight students in 
the nation, she was awared a fellowship to study 
environmental change in marine ecosystems. “My 
large career goal would be to do field studies 

on population dynamics on sharks and bring that [knowledge] to a 
management policy side of things so they’re managed properly,” she 
said. “And working with communities to support sustainable fishing.” 
 
Ian Markovsky of Brentwood started the fall semester as a freshman at 
Lasell University. Ian will be studying Fashion Design and Production. 

 

Keep ‘em Under Control 

2020 has brought about many challenges and changes to the way we 
work and play. More and more people are spending time outdoors, 
whether for walking, biking, learning, or socializing with friends. 
Brentwood has many trails and open areas to enjoy for diverse 
recreational activities.  
Please remember that while you are out on public land that others may 
be out enjoying it too. Please be mindful that others may be out 
enjoying the outdoors with a different purpose.  
Recently, a resident was chased by an unleashed dog. 
While Brentwood does not have a leash law, the State of 
NH does require that if you let your dog “off leash” that you 
can see or hear the dog, have reasonable knowledge of 
where the dog is, and have voice command of the animal. 
Please maintain control of your animals so that all may 
enjoy being outside peacefully. 
Karen Clement, Town Administrator 

 

Do You Like to Write? 

The Brentwood Newsletter invites you to submit your original 
essays on local issues, current events, or general interest. 
We are currently seeking compositions on holiday celebrations 
for the December issue. Essays should be 800-1000 words, 
be your own work, and all ages are welcome to submit.  
Please contact info@brentwoodnewsletter.org for more 
information and ideas.

Election Update 

The Town Moderator has made the decision to require face masks be 
worn at the General Election. If you do not have a mask one will be 
provided for you. Those who refuse or are unable to wear a mask will 
be able to vote outside of the building. You will be instructed to pull up 
in your car to the front of Swasey School. The Moderator will verify 
your ID and check you into the ballot book. You will then be provided 
with a ballot. When complete, the Moderator will bring the ballot back 
inside to be counted.  
If you have any questions, please call the Town Clerk’s office at 
603-642-6400 x 113. 

 
New Office Hours 

Effective immediately, the Town Offices at 1 Dalton Road will be closing 
daily between 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm. In an effort to maintain the safety of 
our residents and staff with concern to Covid-19, the Flu, and cold 
season, the offices will be cleaned in the morning before opening and 
the evening after closing, and now between 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm. We want 
to be able to stay open and stay safe. Thank you for your understanding. 

 
Town Treasurer 

The Town of Brentwood is seeking applications from qualified 
candidates to serve as the next Town Treasurer. The Town Treasurer is 
appointed by the Board of Selectmen. This is a part time PAID position 
(8-10 hours per week) and attendance at Selectmen’s meetings is 
required. The Treasurer is responsible for overseeing and managing 
the receipts, disbursements, and reconciliation of the general fund and 
several concentration accounts, bond applications, and investments. 
Interested candidates, please email a letter of interest and resume to 
Jonathan Ellis at treasurer@brentwoodnh.gov.
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GENERAL ELECTION INFORMATION 

Location:         Swasey Central School, 335 Middle Road, Brentwood. 
Hours:              Polls are open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm. 
                          Absentee ballots may be dropped off at the polling  
                          location until 5:00 pm. 
Registering:     If registering to vote at the polling place, you will be  
                         required to provide proof of citizenship. This can be  
                         done by providing a birth certificate, passport, or  
                         naturalization papers. If you are unable to provide any  
                         citizenship documentation, you will be required to fill  
                         out and sign a Qualified Voter Affidavit. You are still  
                         required to provide proof of your residency in Brentwood.  
                         Acceptable documentation is: a valid driver's license  
                         with your Brentwood address on it, a utility bill in your  
                         name with your Brentwood address, or a renter's  
                         agreement or deed to your home.



Smoke Alarms Save Lives 

As fall continues to move forward, it is time to awaken hibernating 
heating systems for another New England winter. Winter 2020-2021, 
we already know, will be unlike any other most of us has seen. The 
coronavirus has our attention, and we are all doing our part to keep our 
families, friends, and neighbors healthy. Many of us are distracted, and 
that is why we are taking this opportunity to remind you, our highest 
priority, about the importance of working smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide alarms.  
Smoke alarms save lives by providing early detection and warning of a 
fire. Did you know that on average, fire doubles in size every minute? 
Combine that with everyday household items like furniture and 
construction innovation, and your firefighters face an enormous challenge 
referred to as time. According to the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), between 2012-2016, smoke alarms were present in three 
quarters and sounded in fifty percent of residential fires reported in the 
United States. Conversely, the NFPA also reported that three out of 
every five fatal homes fires did not have smoke alarms during the 
2012-2016 time span. New Hampshire has a more frightening trend. In 
an awareness promotion, New Hampshire Fire Marshal Paul Parisi 
released that as of October 4, 2020, in all the fatal homes fires in the 
State (in 2020); none had confirmed working smoke alarms. Please, if 
you do not have smoke alarms, install them in your home. If you have 
smoke alarms, please ensure they work by testing each one and 
change the batteries when you adjust your clocks twice a year.  
Another danger lurks that can be more deadly then smoke. Carbon 
monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless gas created during improper 
combustion. Fuels used for heat, including wood, oil, propane, and coal, 
emit carbon monoxide. People at high risk for carbon monoxide poisoning, 
even at low concentrations, include infants, anyone with breathing 
problems, heart conditions, and pregnancy. In 2017, 399 people died 
from unintentional carbon monoxide exposure, according to the Center 
for Disease Control. Symptoms of carbon monoxide are often mild and 
confused with the flu. In more extreme cases, death can result. 
Let us take this opportunity to remind you to have your heating system 
cleaned yearly by a professional. Do not run a vehicle (or any internal 
combustion engine) in a garage. Vehicles produce an extraordinary 
amount of carbon monoxide in a short time. Did you know that carbon 
monoxide can kill a person in as little as 1-3 minutes in some 
instances? If you have a portable generator, do not run them in a 
garage. Only run a portable generator in a well-ventilated area at least 
ten feet from your home. 
Install carbon monoxide alarms on each floor of your home, and like 
your smoke alarms, ensure they stay in working order and change the 
batteries simultaneously with your smoke alarms. If your smoke alarm 
or carbon monoxide alarm sound, please immediately evacuate your 
home and call 911. If you have questions about smoke alarms or 
carbon monoxide alarms, please contact the Brentwood Fire Department 
at 603-642-8132.  
Jason Grant, Fire Prevention / Inspector

Brentwood Police Department 
Welcomes New Members 

Kendra Brackett has joined the BPD as our new administrative assistant. 
She comes from the Raymond Police Department where she was an 
administrative assistant for five years on a part-time basis. She has two 
daughters, one a college student studying human resources and another 
in elementary school. We are pleased to have Kendra onboard. 
Officer Christopher Spitalere is a Windham, NH resident. He graduated 
from Plymouth State University with a BS in Criminal Justice. He has 
worked in security for the last five years at the Lowell General Hospital 
where he gained invaluable experience dealing with patients with 
mental health and substance abuse issues. He has specialized training 
in dealing with combative patients. He is presently attending the NH 
Police Standards and Training academy for full-time certification for 
NH Police Officers. He is expected to graduate in December 2020.  

Officer Robert McConn was 
just recently hired as a part-
time police officer. He comes 
from Chester Police Department 
where he has worked for the 
last 10 ½ years as a part-time 
officer. He has also been a 
Raymond Firefighter for the 
last 23 years. He has worked 
for an insurance company also 
for the last 23 years in the IT 
department. He has been  
married for 28 years to his wife 
Lori and they have four children, 
ages 27, 23, 10, and 8. Lori 
has home-schooled all four.  

Officer Jared Wright-Ward 
comes to us as a Brentwood 
resident. He has lived in our 
community for the last two 
years. He grew up in Durham. 
He received his BS from UNH 
in English and his Master’s 
degree in architecture from 
Syracuse University. He 
worked as a project manager 
for the last three years at an 
engineering firm in Hooksett. 
Jared has always had an 
interest in law enforcement 
and with the economic 
downturn in the Covid-19 
pandemic, the opportunity 
presented itself for him to 
make a career change. Jared will be attending the NH Police Standards 
and Training academy in January 2021.
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Brentwood Historical Society 

Many thanks to the people who toured the Historical Society during our 
“Open Hours” in August, September and October. Visitors of all ages 
viewed the exhibit and learned about the work we do promoting the 
town’s history. The unexpected and happy result was we heard many 
stories from our visitors about growing up in Brentwood. This enriches 
our knowledge that we will share with future generations. The Society 
will resume the Saturday open hours in the spring, beginning in April, 
with new exhibits in place. 
Copies of the supplement to the 275th anniversary book are now 
available for $10.00. It includes a detailed index of names, events, and 
places, additional stories, and the corrections to the first edition of the 
book. If interested in purchasing a copy, please contact me at 
president@brentwoodnhhistory.org. Copies of the 275th anniversay 
books are also available at the Town Clerk’s window in the Town Office. 
On Primary Day in September, many folks said they missed our 
traditional bake sale table. The board discussed whether or not to hold 
the sale and decided not to have the usual assortment of baked goods. 
Instead we will hold a “No-Bake-Bake-Sale” on November 3, Election 
Day. Look for our table and donation box when you leave Swasey after 
you vote. We promise to be back next year with our usual fabulous 
selection of delicious home-baked items! 
Due to limitations and concerns over COVID 19, the Annual Meeting of 
the Membership has been cancelled this year. In place of the meeting, 
the slate of nominees for officers and directors for 2021 will be mailed 
in early November to the membership and include a report of the 
President and Treasurer. To save on postage in January, a membership 
renewal form for 2021 will also be enclosed. 
Thank you to all who have supported us over the years as members, 
volunteers, contributors of Brentwood historic materials, and bake sale 
patrons. Brentwood’s history is a treasure trove of interesting stories, 
events and personalities. 

WANTED 
The Historical Society is asking Brentwood authors, poets, and journalists 
if they would consider donating a copy of their work. Help us expand 
our collection of the creative works by Brentwood residents. Thank you! 
Please contact president@brentwoodnhhistory.org to arrange pick up. 
Rebecca Dunham, President, Brentwood Historical Society

To Honor Our Heros 

November is National Veterans and Military Families Month. It is a time 
when we pause to honor all military veterans, living or dead, who have 
served our country, with an emphasis on thanking the people in our 
lives who have spent time in uniform for their service to this country 
and to show appreciation to our veteran’s friends and families. 
Remembering their service is one small way of repaying the debt we 
owe our veterans. While there was no in-person Memorial Day event 
this year, we are looking forward to hosting a few in-person “mini 
events” in the month of November to pay tribute to all of our veterans. 
Join Superintendent of Cemeteries, Joyce Keegal, on Saturday, 
November 7 from 10:00 am to noon at Tonry Cemetery for a “Saturday 
in the Cemetery.” Weather permitting, of course. In the event of 
inclement weather, the rain date will be Sunday, November 8 from 
10:00 am to noon. Participants will learn about stone cleaning and also 
have the opportunity to clean stones. If it is too cold for stone cleaning, 
join Joyce for a walk through Tonry to explore veterans’ stones and 
help us improve our veteran database by recording information from 
the stones such as branch of service, what conflict they served in, and 
any merits they may have earned such as a Purple Heart, etc.  
Join Joyce again on Wednesday, November 11 from 10:00 am to 
noon at Tonry Cemetery for an informal Veterans Day program. Officer 
Christopher Spitalere will be attending as our piper and will play a 
selection after our 11:00 am moment of silence.  
Again, there will be the chance to walk through the cemetery to view 
veteran’s stones and assist in recording information from the stones 
that will go into the veteran database. While Veterans Day is primarily 
a tribute to America’s living veterans and should be observed more as 
a celebration than as a somber remembrance, we will pause around 
11:00 am for a moment of silence for those who gave their lives for 
their country. 
Also available at each of these events will be information about this 
year’s in-person Wreaths Across America ceremony, which will take 
place on Saturday, December. 19 at noon at Tonry Cemetery. This 
year’s theme is “Be an American Worth Fighting For.” As in the past, 
wreaths are $15 each and if you purchase 2 ($30) we earn a 3rd. 
That’s 3 for the price of 2. Donations may be made online at 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/NH0020. Donations (as well as questions, 
comments, or concerns) may also be made personally by contacting 
Joyce at bwoodnhcem@gmail.com, or calling (603) 502-8143, leave a 
message. Grave-specific requests are more than welcome. More infor-
mation may also be found on the Cemetery page of the town website. 
Scouts, veterans, and town residents are encouraged to attend and 
are welcome at all of these events. 
We do ask that you please be mindful of your surroundings while 
attending events at Tonry Cemetery. Masks are requested and social 
distancing is required. 
Brentwood Cemetery Trustees and Joyce Keegal, Superintendent of Cemeteries 

6 | Brentwood Newsletter November 2020                                                                                     www.brentwoodnewsletter.org

Brentwood, New Hampshire  
Through the Years 1742-2017 

BRENTWOOD HISTORY BOOKS and 
EXPANDED INDEX available for sale.  
If you missed the first printing, you can 
pick up your copy at the Town Clerk’s 
window in the Brentwood Town Office or 
contact the Historical Society to request 
your copy. 
president@brentwoodnhhistory.org



This month, as we look ahead to the outcome of the upcoming 
election, we at Pilgrim Church want to put some love out in 
the world. You may have noticed when you drive by the church 
that we have signs in the yard and on the side of the building 
that encourages us, commands us, to “Love Your Neighbor.” 
There is so much division, hatred and fear in our everyday 
lexicon. We need to find ways to get over ourselves, seek 
common ground and love each other. Love the Republican. 
Love the Democrat. Love the Veteran. Love the Military 
Service Person. Love the Activist. Love the Community 
Police. Love the First Responders. Love the Black Person. 
Love the Brown Person. Love the White Person. Love the 
Muslim. Love the Atheist. Love the Gay Person. Love the 
Person who is Transitioning. Love the Person with Varying 
Abilities. Love the Public Servant. Love the Essential Worker. 
Love the Immigrant. Love the Refugee. Love the Artist. Love 
the Elder. Love the Child. 
Sometimes, loving means reaching out to those we do not 
like or who cause a strong reaction in our souls/psyche. It 
means considering: 
♥ Who are the folks that push our buttons? Why? 
♥ Who are the people that are experiencing pain, sorrow  

and struggle right now? How can we draw near to them? 
♥ What will happen to them if we do not draw near? 
♥ What does loving look like? 

Here I turn to the wisdom of youth. A friend posed this 
question on Facebook: “What does love mean?” Here are 
some answers expressed by 4 to 8 year old kids. 

‘When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t 
bend over and paint her toenails anymore... So my 
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his 
hands got arthritis too. That’s love.’ Rebecca - age 8 

‘When someone loves you, the way they say your 
name is different. You just know that your name is 
safe in their mouth.’ Billy - age 4 
‘Love is when one person puts on perfume and another 
puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell 
each other.’ Karl - age 5

‘Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired.’ 
Terri - age 4 
‘If you want to learn to love better, you should start 
with a friend who you hate.’ Nikka - age 6 
‘Love is when you tell someone you like their shirt, 
then they wear it every day.’ Noelle - age 7 
‘Love is like two little old people who are still 
friends even after they know each other so well.’ 
Tommy - age 6 
‘Love is when Mommy gives Mama the best piece of 
chicken.’ Elaine - age 5 
‘Love is when Dad sees Papa smelly and sweaty and 
still says he is handsome.’ Chris - age 7 
‘Love is when your puppy licks your face even after 
you left him alone all day.’ Mary Ann - age 4 

‘You really shouldn’t say ‘I love you’ unless you mean 
it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People 
forget.’ Jessica - age 8 
A four year old child whose next door neighbor was 
an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his spouse. 
Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into 
the man’s yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat 
there. When his mother asked what he had said to 
the neighbor, the little boy said, ‘Nothing, I just 
helped him cry.’” 

From the mouths of babes to our hearts, minds and souls. 
We must learn from our mistakes. We must open our minds. 
We must change our hearts. We must work together. 
Love is the only way forward. We have got to find ways to 
come together for everyone’s benefit, so that all have enough, 
so that every person in the world knows that they matter and 
feel that they are loved. 
Love, just love. 
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Love, Just Love 
an editorial by Reverend Tara Olsen Allen

The Greatest Commandment 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

The Gospel according to Matthew 22:37-39 



 

Ask the Newsletter 

by Liz Faria 

Q: What are the different property zones in Brentwood  
and where are they located? 

A: There are 5 land zone designations in town. The vast  
majority of the town, and all of the central and southern  
part, is zoned Residential/Agricultural. We also have a  
Town Center which was voted in in 2004. The Town  
Center is on the east of 125, north and south of Middle  
Road. It encompasses most of Crawley Falls, all of Dalton  
Road and includes the Town Office and Swasey Central  
School. Only two developments have been approved in  
the Town Center since 2004. One is the 24-hour veterinary  
office on Rt. 125 and the second is a recent development  
for a three-unit building including a drive-through at the  
corner of Middle and Crawley Falls roads.  
Both sides of Route 125, except at the Town Center, are  
zoned Commercial/Industrial, as are both sides of Pine  
Road a bit north of Middle Road until 101. East of Route  
125, between North Road and the town boundary, is  
zoned MultiFamily/Professional Office and sometimes  
MultiFamily/Professional & Commercial/Industrial.  
You can visit the following link to view a map:  
https://tinyurl.com/yxvcdat9 

Remember, if you have a town or county question just 
ask-us@brentwoodnewsletter.org  

 

Fall River Paddle 

The 2nd Annual Brentwood Fall Paddle on the Exeter River was 
another great success on Saturday, September 19, with perfect weather 
and the beginnings of the foliage change reflecting off the water. We 
were glad to be able to put together a fun and safe socially-distanced 
activity during a challenging year for events.  Using a staggered launch 
time schedule from the put-in at Rowell Road, we were able to accom-
modate over two dozen participants, while keeping the crowd safe at 
the cookout at the Pickpocket Dam. The 
Exeter Squamscott Local River Advisory 
Committee also provided information on 
keeping the river healthy and gave out free 
copies of Olive Tardiff’s lovely book about this 
amazing River of Many Uses, which originally 
served as the center of industry in Brentwood 
and is now a natural treasure that still runs 
peacefully through the center of town. 
Andrew Gray, Recreation Director 

 
Heather Gilbert enjoying a day of  

exercise and fun on the water.

Thank You Trail Maintainers! 

It was a great fall day October 3rd to do trail work with some wonderful 
volunteers on the Split Rock Conservation Area. Thank You for your 
donations: Bob Magnusson for the material and labor, Eric Turer for the 
tractor and operator, Dave Abusamra, Robert Span, Ed Wong for their 
time and labor. Our volunteers rock (literally) and it could not have been 
done without you! Split Rock Trail had become a popular trail this year 
and with that some trail improvements were needed to address some 
muddy areas. The improvements are to make the trail more sustainable 
and keep users on the trail preventing widening. It is expected, with a 
year of seasoning, we will have a hardier and natural trail for us to enjoy. 
If you want to donate, just send or drop off a check for any amount to 
the Brentwood Recreation Department with “TRAILS” in the memo line. 
All money donated in this manner goes directly for trail maintenance 
and improvement. 
Want to be a volunteer? Contact brentwoodtrails@aol.com. 
For the Love of Trails, Debbie Briscoe, Brentwood Trails Committee 

Right: Before trail restoration 
work was done, this is what 
walkers had to deal with. 
Below: Now the path has 
been gravelled, crowned, and 
runoff areas established for 
a more enjoyable outdoor  
experience.
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Brentwood Recreation News 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

603-642-6400 ext. 120 • recreation@brentwoodnh.gov 
www.brentwoodnh.gov/recreation 

Over the last few months, the Recreation Department has been offering 
youth and adult programs at a modified level with Covid protocols in place. 
As we transition into the fall and winter season, Brentwood Recreation will 
continue to offer more programs and services at a modified level, but 
please keep in mind that everything is subject to change due to the 
uncertainty of Covid-19. If anyone has any questions or concerns please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to the Recreation Department. 

BRENTWOOD PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
Sip and Sign: Friday, November 6th, 6:30 pm, Brentwood Community 
Center. Enjoy some social time with friends, family or co-workers, while 
creating your own sign with the help of our wonderful instructor, Patricia 
Hussey! No experience necessary! All painting supplies are provided. 
Feel free to bring your favorite sipping beverage (soda, coffee or even 
wine!). $40-65/person. Register online or by calling the Rec. office. 
Youth Basketball (K-8th grade): Youth basketball registration is now 
open and will remain open until Monday, November 2nd. Coed teams 
for grades K-2nd. Non-coed teams for grades 3rd-8th. Please take a 
look at our website for more information, or stop by the Town Office. 
Coaches’ meeting will be on Wednesday, November 6th, 6:30 pm at 
the Town Office. ***Subject to change due to Covid*** 
Calls from the North Pole: With the help of our good friends at the 
North Pole, your child has an opportunity to speak with Santa this 
holiday season! Santa is happy to call your child(ren) December 6th or 
7th between 5:30 and 7:00 pm, to wish them a Merry Christmas. This 
event is free, but please register by email or phone with the Rec. office no 
later than Thursday, December 3rd. We’ll need name, age, phone 
number and date you wish Santa to call. Online registration is available.  
Senior Luncheons: Luncheons are cancelled until further notice. 
Senior Yoga: Virtual senior yoga classes will start on Tuesday, October 
6th at 10:00 am. Classes will continue virtually on Tuesdays. Please 
visit the Rec office for your virtual cheat sheet and for further information.  
Ice Rink: We will build an ice rink for the community again this winter. 
If you would like to join our subcommittee, please contact the Rec office. 
Playground: The playground is open to the public, but use at your 
own risk. 
Pound Fit: Pound Fit is a lightly weighted exercise through using 
drumsticks, torch calories and tone while you rock out to your 
favorite music! This class offers modification and instruction, so it’s 
appropriate for all levels! ***Please contact the Recreation Department 
with any interest in Pound Fit. Pound Fit is something that we would 
like to offer but we need to know what the interest level is. We have 
two great instructors that are excited to bring this new exercise 
program to Brentwood! ***  
Please follow Brentwood Recreation on Facebook to get news 
and alerts when program and event registration opens. Future fall 
and winter programs to be announced soon! 

OTHER RECREATION ACTIVITIES & NEWS 
Sneaker/Cleat Swap Bin: If you are looking to get rid of old sneakers 
or cleats, please come down to town hall and donate your footwear to 
our sneaker/cleat swap bin right outside of the recreation office. This 
bin will help other members of the community to find appropriate 
footwear if families have limited options.   
Equipment Swap: If you have any old sports equipment such as 
baseball bats, helmets, soccer balls, etc. that you would like to donate, 
please contact Andrew Gray in the Brentwood Recreation department. 
We will gladly accept donations to help other sports programs and 
families in need. 
Community Center: The Brentwood Community Center is available 
to rent for parties, receptions, meetings, and more. Brentwood residents 
receive a discounted rental rate. Please view our website for pictures 
of the facility and copy of the rental application. You may also pick up 
an application at the Recreation office. For more information and to 
check availability, please contact the Recreation Department.  

Have a Good Idea for a New Program?! 
The Recreation Department is always looking for new instructors and 
programs to implement. If you believe your program/event idea would 
be beneficial to our community, please, contact the Recreation Department. 
It is simple to get a program started, all you need to do is let us know!  
For information regarding programs, field rentals, or building rentals, 
please contact the Recreation Office  

 
Friends of the Mary E. Bartlett Library 

We are still in need of two Members at Large and one Board Member. 
If you are interested in serving your community, please contact Laura 
at lhajjar@friendsofmeblibrary.org. 
We are planning our annual Holiday Events for December, this year it 
will look a little different in order to keep everyone safe during Covid-19. 
More information about holiday related activities and the Craft Fair will 
be posted on the Library website: brentwoodlibrary.org/friends and our 
Facebook page: facebook.com/FriendsofMEBLibrary. 
Some museum passes are available at the Library. In order to obtain 
passes, please email or call the Library: brentwoodlibrary@comcast.net 
or 603-642-3355. 
In order for us to support as many library programs as possible we 
depend on donations; online donations can be made from the Friends 
tab on the library’s website:  
brentwoodlibrary.org/friends.html 
While you’re there, click the AmazonSmile button (or go directly to 
www.Smile.amazon.com) and select “Friends of the Mary E. Bartlett 
Memorial Library” as your charity. A small portion of every purchase 
goes directly to the Friends!  
Please watch our Facebook page on updates for the Bookstore hours: 
facebook.com/FriendsofMEBLibrary. 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 pm. 
Information on how to join will be posted on our Facebook page the 
week before the meeting. 
Sarah Palmer, Secretary for The Friends 
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Opinion [uh-pin-yuhn]  
noun – a personal view, attitude, or appraisal

Letters to the Community

Hello Brentwood Voters! The long anticipated election will be upon 
us just a few days after you receive this post. I hope you share my 
desire for the election to be orderly and successful for me and Eric 
Turer, as your State Representatives, Jon Morgan, as your State 
Senator and our Democrat candidates up and down the ballot. I’m 
looking forward to making history! I own a t-shirt which proclaims, 
‘The Road to the White House Runs Through Rockingham County.’ I 
do believe this election, with all the great candidates running 
throughout Rockingham County, has the potential to change the 
leadership in our state. Most importantly, we will elect Joe Biden, and 
bring a sense of dignity, compassion, and integrity back to the White 
House. My expectations are high, but I know we can, and must do 
this for the direction of our state and nation. 
I think the voters in Brentwood know me, my moral compass which 
guides me, and how I view issues presented before me in Concord. 
Brentwood and our state are better off because of my voting record. My 
vote for the state budget increased education funding, leading to over 
$475,000 in property tax relief to our town. I believe we are more 
prepared to address this pandemic when we know healthcare is a basic 
human right for all our citizens. I know we are wiser when we look at 
alternative energy as a way to save on utility costs, create jobs, and 
protect our beautiful state. We are seen as a welcoming state, when we 
recognize diversity as a benefit, and respect equal justice, regardless of 
the color of your skin. We know compassion when we accept people for 
who they are. We must strive to be a better state by bringing a fairer 
economy to full-time workers so they can provide food and shelter to 
their families. And, in this time of pandemic, we are a safer community 
when we come together to use data and science to fight COVID.  
We have a long road ahead of us with the virus still affecting millions in 
our country and impacting our own town through school and community 
openings or closings. My job in Concord will be to work with the whole 
Legislature to discuss and understand how we bring our state back 
from this very challenging time.  
I look at my time as your State Representative as a growth opportunity 
for Brentwood. I believe that I have met the challenge of representing 
our town’s diverse needs through my work in Concord. I am asking for 
your vote to return me to the State House and support my efforts as I 
strive to make our community and state a better place to live. 
I can be reached at liz.mcconnell@leg.state.nh.us or 603-770-3883. 
Thank you again for the opportunity to serve Brentwood. I love this job! 
Liz McConnell 

 

Now that we understand who is vulnerable to COVID and people can 
make choices for themselves, Governor Sununu needs someone to 
work with him to open up NH safely. He does not need someone who 
wants to put more restrictions on citizens.  

Governor Sununu needs someone to work with him to find ways to 
address the current budget shortfalls WITHOUT tax increases, at a 
time when so many people and small businesses are struggling to get 
back on their feet after lockdowns. He does not need someone who 
wants to pass new taxes, which he will veto every time.  
Governor Sununu needs someone who will work to protect the 2nd 
Amendment rights of the people of New Hampshire. He does not need 
someone who wants to pile on regulations because he or she is 
ignorant of the intent of “well-regulated militia.” It does not mean one 
with a lot of regulations, but rather refers to one well-organized, well-
armed, and well-disciplined. 
I have been happy to be able to work with Governor Sununu over the last 
two years protecting the New Hampshire Advantage from the constant 
efforts to turn New Hampshire into Massachusetts and California. 
These are just a few of the reasons why I am the best person to work 
with Governor Sununu in the next session. I need your vote on 
November 3rd to continue representing District 33.  
If you would like to learn more about my positions, please check out 
my website at www.JoshYokelaForNH.com. 
Hon Rep Josh Yokela, Brentwood, Danville, and Fremont 

 

I have lived in Brentwood for almost 12 years now and have become a 
homeowner in the past three years. 
Melissa Litchfield is a phenomenal candidate for State Representative. 
She is involved in everything Brentwood from school board chair, 
helping me with our annual Daddy Daughter Dance and now running 
for state representative. 
She believes in helping our town, its residents, state and frankly she 
would give the shirt off her back to help anyone. Melissa is a loving 
mom, wife, daughter and friend. 
I am truly appalled at her opponents election ad! Ms. McConnell has 
recently sent out an ad stating the following:  
* CONTINUE to reduce property taxes (Our taxes have continued to 
increase! There’s has been ZERO reduction!)  
* SECURE education funding (How? Also, the Board of SAU16 just got 
raises when they should not have during a pandemic) 
* EXPAND access to healthcare (Yeah sure, I don’t think so)  
Ms. McConnell has also used campaign contributions to fund a $400 
dinner. Really? 
I find this very disturbing behavior and the people deserve better! 
I, among many other individuals, will be voting for Melissa Litchfield, 
because she is very transparent, she works for the people, she listens 
to each and every person and their concerns and she gets the job done! 
Julie Velevis



It is the eleventh hour, and here I am still trying to figure out what to 
write. It is my last chance, to say, VOTE FOR MELISSA LITCHFIELD! 
Not knowing where to start, why who else would I turn to, than my nine 
year old son. We are snuggling together watching a Patriots game (ok, 
full disclosure, he is watching), and I ask him, Jake what do I say? He 
looks up with those big blue eyes, “Mom, why do you want to be a 
State Representative.” My response, “I want to right the wrongs of the 
world.” Jake stares back at me, “So you want to make the world a 
better place? Mom, just tell people that.” 
We live in the greatest country in the world. I believe that with every 
fiber of my being. I will always fight for what I believe is right. I will fight 
for your children and my children. I will defend your God-given rights 
as a human being. Close your eyes, take a minute and think about all 
of the sacrifices that so many have made for us to have all that we 
have today. I believe in God. I believe in the Constitution. I believe in 
community. We need to protect the weak, but not at the expense of all. 
We are all created equal.  
Sure, I can share my credentials—but you have seen me in action. I 
am smart, confident, and brave. I will stand up for you. I will make sure 
that your voice is heard. I will make sure things happen. It’s not about 
what I want, it is about what the people of Brentwood want. Some may 
say, well you didn’t represent me this or that time. You are probably 
right, when I make decisions and place my vote, my vote is with the 
majority of the constituents.  
Young families are moving to Brentwood and it is a beautiful sight! With 
you, you bring your youth and vitality, your beautiful children. You man 
our fire department, you volunteer to coach our children, and come into 
the classrooms. But have you forgotten those generations that came 
before us? Those who have lived in this town for decades? We cannot 
allow the wants and desires of one generation to force others out of the 
conversation or the town. We must control our spending and take care 
to maintain the generations who have blessed this great community.  
I am about truth, I will always put it right out there. You see, I have four 
children and they attend four different schools throughout NH and MA. 
My children are attending grade school in person. Are yours? How is that 
fair? We need to safely reopen our schools in SAU 16 and now! Let me 
ask you this, you pay hefty taxes for this school district, did you know that 
SAU 16 DONATES $280,000 per year to support Great Bay eLearning 
Charter School, (GBECS). That’s the truth, the money is donated and 
the families of those who attend this school do not pay a dime. Did you 
know that GBECS has in-person learning right now and you do not?  
Have you asked your current State Representative why a NH  
Democrat-led committee rejected a Federal grant for 46 million dollars 
to the Charter Schools of NH. Oh wait, why would we need the 
federal grant? We have your property taxes. I have heard our current  
Representative report that she continues to reduce your property taxes. 
Let’s be realistic, our annual property taxes are not going down 
regardless of what anyone tries to tell you. Sure your amount per 
thousand may go down, but annual property taxes will continue to rise. 
Do not be fooled by optics. Maybe your current State Representative 
truly feels that you have plenty of money to fund charter schools, 
continue to pay your property taxes, and now also pay a tax on your 

wages. Did you know that she voted to support a Wage Tax? Wages 
are your income and she has voted for you to incur an Income Tax 
(SB1). Yet, she voted against banning a State Income Tax (CACR12).  
She also voted to raise overall State taxes by $400 million (HB1), to 
force businesses to pay an unsustainable minimum wage (HB186), 
and to give New Hampshire licenses to illegal immigrants (HB397).  
You and I, I bet we have more in common than you may realize. I am a 
wife, mother, daughter and sister. My father, an immigrant who has been 
in this country for over fifty years, is a board certified physician who 
practiced medicine in the inner city. My brother (USN-Ret) and his son 
are both military men. My brother retired after serving our country for 30 
years. My other brother and my husband are both small business owners.  
I have served you cumulatively for eleven years on the Swasey and 
Cooperative School Boards. I have a track record of disputing large 
increases. During my last re-election, I was endorsed by Thad Riley, 
Chair of the Republican Party; Eric Turer, Chair of the Democratic 
party; and Jon Morgan, our current Democratic State Senator. I am a 
uniter not a divider. I look at all aspects of everything that comes 
before me. I vote with the will of my constituents. I turned to a public 
official recently and I joked about whether or not she would vote for me. 
The response, “Melissa, I have to tell you, I am a hardcore Democrat, 
but I am really going to have to think about this. You work incredibly 
hard and you are very fair.” Fair, I believe that is the biggest compliment 
that anyone could give me.  
Vote for me on November 3rd: I will support your agenda in Concord 
and not my own. I am elected to represent the entire town of Brentwood 
and not just my wishes. I will fight for No Sales Tax and No Income Tax. 
I will fight to preserve your Second Amendment Rights. I will fight to 
reopen our economy in a safe manner. I will be your voice!  
Melissa Litchfield 

 
I wanted to take this opportunity, in the final days before this election 
draws to a close, to thank everyone here in town for all of the effort and 
attention you have given to the important decisions before us – regardless 
of where you fall on the political spectrum or who you ultimately support in 
my race or others. I’ve said that we are living in a critical moment, and that 
momentous decisions lie before us as we work to return our community 
and our state back to health, civility, and broad-based prosperity. 
It’s been a strange experience running to represent you in Concord, 
during a time that the most meaningful parts of that process – conversations 
on doorsteps, at events, and even our typical candidates’ forum at the 
Library – were largely not possible. I have appreciated the many of you 
that took the time to connect in other ways – through email, phone, my 
web site, social media, print publications, and zoom meetings. I appreciate 
the many supporters that helped with the campaign and agreed to place 
my sign on their lawn as a public statement of that support. Everyone’s 
lives are hectic and I hope that time was well spent and used to help 
make the best choice on November 3rd. 
There were also, however, several rewarding in-person experiences this 
past month that remind me of why I love this town and that we can work 
together during this time of distancing. I was able to work with our town’s 
Recreation department to put on the “second annual” Exeter River Fall 
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Paddle, where dozens of people came out to experience our pristine 
natural river and a cookout at Pickpocket Dam while safely socially 
distancing. I was able to work with a crew from our Trails committee, 
again safely masked and distanced, to improve the base of the Split 
Rock trail near my home. And finally, I was able to meet with my friend 
and counterpart Thad Riley, who chairs the town’s Republican Committee 
as I do our Democratic Committee, to have a great lunch conversation at 
our local eatery Brew. We met partly to make a joint call for greater civility 
and respect during this time of rising tensions, and took a photo posing 
with the signs of both Presidential candidates together as a symbol that 
we can, and must, all get along. These are the types of civic and civil 
engagement that I have cherished for my 20 years here in town. 
I’m running for this office because I feel I can be a better representative 
for our town and work towards meaningful solutions to the issues we 
face. I believe that my background in public health, policy consulting, 
business administration, and senior corporate leadership are well 
matched to the challenges we face and the key decisions that lie 
ahead. My background is in policy and analysis, not politics, and I’ll 
approach the job from that perspective. I’ll fight for the best solutions 
for our town, not for political wins. If you have any remaining questions, 
please visit my web site EricTurerForNH.com, where you can read 
where I stand or connect with me directly. My signs say, “Eric’s Door Is 
Open” – and I mean it. Please consider your choices in this election 
and engage with me in any way that will help you choose wisely. 
Eric Turer 

 
I’m voting for Melissa Litchfield because she respects the wishes of her 
constituents. As a School Board member, Melissa was faced with deciding 
whether or not to vote for the CMS expansion. The first year it came 
before the voters, as a town Brentwood voted NO. In subsequent years, 
Melissa respected that and voted NO in her capacity on the School Board. 
On the flip side, although the town voted NOT to support the idea of a 
coastal wind farm offshore, when Liz McConnell went to Concord she 
voted to support it. 
Parents in Brentwood want their children back in school. As chair of 
the Swasey School Board, Melissa made a motion to give parents the 
CHOICE to keep their child remote or send them to school in September. 
Before any other school in the district, Swasey welcomed students 
back to school! That’s LEADERSHIP! 
When I reached out to Melissa to ask about a vote she had taken that I 
disagreed with, we talked about it. I still disagreed with her, but I walked 
away with an understanding of why she did what she did. I’ve reached 
out to Liz McConnell numerous times, expressing my opinion on certain 
bills and asking her stand on them or why she voted a certain way. Most 
times I don’t receive a response, much less an explanation. 
Let’s talk about Liz’s record. She voted in FAVOR of a red flag law 
which would encroach on both our state and federal constitutional rights 
(HB687), in FAVOR of a 10-cent fee on plastic bags (HB560), in FAVOR 
of banning straws (HB558), in FAVOR of a tax increase on businesses 
(HB623), in FAVOR of increasing spending by 13% and raising taxes 
(HB1) and in FAVOR of allowing non-residents to vote in NH elections 
(HB105). When it came to a resolution to prohibit an income tax, Liz 
McConnell voted AGAINST it (CACR12).  

Liz McConnell does not represent me. And I don’t think she represents 
the majority of Brentwood. I believe Melissa Litchfield will. Melissa 
supports individual liberties, freedom of speech, and the Second 
Amendment. She supports getting NH back to work, getting children 
back to school and retaining local control. She opposes both a sales 
tax and an income tax. This is why I’m voting for Melissa Litchfield on 
November 3rd. I hope you will join me. 
Michelle Siudut 

 
In April of this year, it took NH Superior Court Judge David Andersen 
less than 48 hours to dismiss our Democratic Party’s state legislator’s 
lawsuit against Governor Chris Sununu. The Democratic Party legislators 
were seeking to stop Governor Sununu’s distribution of the Coronavirus 
Emergency Relief Funds (CARES Act) to small businesses and every 
day folks like me and like you.  
I don’t know about you, but I sure do get tired of hearing these types of 
stories. The kind where folks don’t like something, and they know they’re 
going to lose, but they go ahead and waste taxpayers’ dollars and use 
the court system, bogging us down with more bureaucracy. Instead of 
working together, more lines are drawn and the walls go up. Even 
though Governor Sununu placed Democrats and Republicans equally 
on his advisory board for the release of the funds, that wasn’t good 
enough. Frivolous power-grab lawsuits slow down our economy and 
when business owners can’t get access to funds efficiently, we all suffer.  
In only a few days, you and I walk back into that voting booth and act 
upon this beautiful thing we call freedom. With confidence on November 
3rd, I will cast my vote for a friend to all of Brentwood, Melissa 
Litchfield. I’ve worked with Melissa for almost three years on the 
Brentwood school board. Even in these more tumultuous days of late, 
she has led with integrity, kept us unified, and is the pro’s pro at 
eliminating bureaucracy.  
Melissa is a lot like you and me, she doesn’t believe politics has to be 
so divisive, she believes frivolous lawsuits against our Governor slow 
down the aid coming to those who need it, and she believes a State 
Representative should represent her constituency, not her political 
party’s agenda. Melissa Litchfield and Governor Sununu both adamantly 
oppose inflicting a state income tax on all of us, which was shockingly 
endorsed and voted in favor of (SB1) by our current state rep, Melissa’s 
opponent. 2020 has been a tough year financially for so many, but can 
you imagine if our current state rep’s wishes were granted and you and 
I now had to suddenly budget for a state income tax? If for only this 
reason, I’d encourage you to vote for Melissa. 
In a recent edition of the BNL, our Governor also asked you to vote for 
Melissa Litchfield, and I hope you will. Regardless of who you are 
voting for on Election Day, make sure you get there and don’t take for 
granted your freedom to vote. However, most fittingly for these times 
are the words of President Abraham Lincoln, who said “Elections 
belong to the people. It’s their decision. If they decide to turn their 
back on the fire and burn their behinds, then they will just have to sit 
on their blisters.” 
Thad Riley
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Brentwood Meeting Dates 
Be sure to check the individual organization articles inside for many more activites and dates! 

Nov 2      Swasey School Board Meeting: 6:30 pm, via Zoom.  
Nov 2      Library Trustees Meeting, 6:00 pm. Zoom login information available on the library website. 
Nov 3      ELECTION DAY: SWASEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, POLLS OPEN 7:00 AM TO 7:00 PM. 
Nov 3      Town Clerk’s Office Closed for Election Day. 
Nov 3      Board of Selectmen Meeting, 4:00 pm (held remotely due to the election).  
Nov 5      Planning Board Meeting, 7:00 pm via remote access. See town website/PB agenda for login details. 
Nov 7      Saturday in the Cemetery, Tonry Cemetery on Middle Road, 10:00 am to noon. 
Nov 9      Friends of the Library Meeting: 7:00 pm. Zoom login information available on the library website. 
Nov 10    Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Nov 11     VETERANS DAY  
Nov 11     Veterans Day Memorial, Tonry Cemetery on Middle Road, 10:00 am to noon. 
Nov 11     Town Offices Closed in observance of Veterans Day. 
Nov 11     Conservation Commission Meeting: Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:30 pm. 
Nov 12    Cemetery Trustees Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 5:00 pm. 
Nov 15    Deadline for submissions to the Brentwood Newsletter. 
Nov 17    Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Nov 19    Planning Board Meeting, 7:00 pm via remote access. See town website/PB agenda for login details. 
Nov 24    Board of Selectmen Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:00 pm. 
Nov 24    Recreation Commission Meeting, Town Office, 1 Dalton Road, 6:30 pm. 
Nov 26    THANKSGIVING DAY 
Nov 26 & 27 Town Offices Closed in observance of Thanksgiving. 
 


